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 Public Opinion survey 

 Arizona Aims Higher 

 Retreat Agenda 

 Also in your packet 
◦ Communications update 

◦ Teacher Survey April 13 – Feb 14 demographics 

 



 
 

•Overall, awareness of Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards has 

increased significantly in the past 18 months with 45% at least “a little” aware in 

October 2012 and 61% at least “a little” aware in March 2014.  

 

•Favorability ratings have decreased during that time. In the initial study conducted in 

October 2012, 23% said they had an unfavorable (somewhat or very) impression of then 

“Common Core.” In the most recent study, 45% said they had an unfavorable opinion of 

the initiative.  

 

•Interestingly, opposition drops considerably after being read a brief description of 

the new standards – 19% are somewhat/strongly opposed. This number has been 

consistent over the past 8-9 months. Said another way, seven in ten are strongly or 

somewhat in favor of implementation.  

 

•Likelihood of engaging in various activities in support of Arizona’s College and 

Career Ready Standards has stayed steady over the past few months, with two in ten 

saying they are very likely to engage and another three in ten maintaining they are 

somewhat likely to do so.  

 

•Overall, almost 20% of Arizona residents have heard, read, or seen information 

about Arizona Ready in the past six months. This is consistent with previous waves of 

the study.  

 



 

 
 

Has what you have seen, read or heard recently about Arizona's  

Common Core State Standards given you a favorable or unfavorable  

impression of the standards? Would that be very or somewhat 

(un)favorable?  

Oct ’12 

n=196 
(A) 

Apr ’13 

n=98 
(B) 

Aug ’13 

n=181 
(C) 

Nov ’13 

n=252 
(D) 

Mar ‘14 

n=274 
(E) 

Very favorable 16% 10% 16% 13% 15% 

Somewhat favorable 45% 34% 32% 33%A 30%A 

Somewhat unfavorable 16% 23% 24% 22% 25%A 

Very unfavorable 8% 11% 11% 17%A 20%ABC 

Don’t know 15% 22% 17% 15% 10%B 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

ABCD Statistically significantly different from others in category 

Note: question wording referred to “Common Core” state standards prior to November 2013.  



These new standards have been set to internationally competitive 

levels of English and math. This means that students may be more 

challenged by the material they study and the tests students take will 

measure more advanced concepts and require students to show their 

work. Knowing this, do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, 

somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose implementing these new 

College and Career Standards in Arizona?  

Aug ‘13 

n=431 
(A) 

Nov ‘13 

n=478 
(B) 

Mar ‘14 

n=452 
(C) 

Strongly favor 43% 39% 37% 

Somewhat favor 29% 35% 33% 

Somewhat oppose 10% 8% 10% 

Strongly oppose 8% 7% 9% 

Don’t know 10% 10% 11% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 



Arizona Public Engagement Task Force 

April 17, 2014 



Arizona Aims Higher 

Goals: 

Increasing awareness and  
support for Arizona’s College and 
Career Ready Standards  

Building public will to support a 
rigorous aligned assessment  

Activating supporters through calls 
to action and social media 
 



ArizonaAimsHigher.org 



Media Buy 
Purpose: Increase Awareness & 
Drive Sign Ups Online  

Features Voices and Perspectives 
of Arizona Teachers 

Primary Target Audience: 
Parents 

Partnership with GOEI & Task 
Force  



Media Buy 
Elements: 

Radio – Rural Communities – April 
and Back to School,  

Radio PSAs - Clear Channel 
stations and NPR (Phoenix and 
Flagstaff) 

Online Ads 

Email Campaign 

Social Media Ads  

Direct Mail – Back to School, 44K 
households 



Radio 

:30 Second Radio Spot 

Target Cities: Prescott, Payson, Kingman, 
Bullhead City/Lake Havasu City, Show Low, 
Thatcher/Safford, Yuma 

 



Email 



d #2 

 

Interactive 



Interactive 



#TeacherTuesday 

Ads/Collateral 



Other Campaign Efforts 

Ongoing Op-Eds, Blogs – Editorial Calendar 
Rapid Response Team – Social Media 
Desk Side Interviews - Reaching out to Media 
Statewide via Social Media Content and Sharing – 4 
new infographics 
Video Production – Promoting AZ Ready Videos, 
producing new video - expected fall 2014 
Collateral Development – New assessment piece 
Polling 
Statewide Outreach to Parents, Voters, Educators, 
and Community Leaders 
Partnering on Large Scale Events (e.g. AZ  
Chamber, Phoenix Chamber, Intel) 
 



Recent Media Coverage 



Early Results (before media 
buy) 

Awareness is growing steadily 

Support for standards (71% after hearing statement) 
and assessment (67%) remains solid 

2000+ Total Sign Ups and Shares (1100+ sign ups) 

More than 100 earned media placements since Oct. 
2013 resulting in 53 million media impressions. 

Reached over 1900 people via presentations and 
events 

 



Advocacy Update 
Preserved the Standards (to date) 
• 6 Key Bills Against Standards/Assessments 

Defeated or Stalled 

$8M in FY15 Budget for Statewide Assessment 

Nearly 2,000 Postcards and Emails Sent to 
Legislature 

Feb. 20 Senate Education Hearing:  
• Rallied 170+ attendees in support of the 

standards and assessment 

• Registered 190 comments in the Request to  
Speak system 



Next Steps 

Are there opportunities to expand this 
campaign through your networks? 
 

Please ask your staff and networks to 
sign up at ArizonaAimsHigher.org. 



 Proposed Agenda: 
  

Graduation Rate Task Force Final Report 
 Full Report Recommendations 
 Proposed Next Steps for the Council 

Merl Waschler, 
Rebecca Gau 

 
Does the Arizona Ready Education Reform Plan Need to be revised? 
 Progress on 19 recommendations 
 Progress on Goals and Pillars 
 Proposed revisions 

o Less focus on Standards and Assessment and Data Use Pillars 
o Add new pillar for Infrastructure, includes Finance, Broadband, 

Devices to get ready for the assessment 
o Create stronger focus on Struggling Schools/Underserved 

Students and Great Teachers/Great Leaders 

Rebecca Gau and  
Dale Frost 
(facilitated by Nick 
Rodriguez of 
EDI) 

 

 
Sustainability of the Council/Transition Plan 
 Role of the Council members 

o Get updates on the Education Reform Plan and make 
recommendations to Governor’s staff that will enhance success 

o Advocate for the Education Reform Plan and align work in the 
field to its goals and pillars 

Rebecca Gau and 
Dale Frost 
(facilitated by Nick 
Rodriguez of 
EDI) 
  



 Communications Update 
◦ Facebook – 22,912 Likes as of 4/11/14 

 March average daily reach 28,645 

◦ Twitter – 786 followers 

◦ Newsletter – 1065 signed up 

◦ Top posts week ending 4/11 

 

 

 

 

 
◦ Speaking of YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaReady 

 

 Teacher Survey: April 13 – Feb 14 demographics 
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Facebook, with 112 likes, 8 comments and 4 shares – 
College attainment is important for any Arizona student, but it can be most difficult to attain for lower 
income families. This article discusses these challenges and what some colleges around the country are 
doing to help. Do you think that the strategies discussed would help students in Arizona? 
http://n.pr/1g57X0c 
 
Twitter, with 1 retweet and 1 favorite- 

1. Superintendent Tim Carter discusses why a new #assessment is needed in Arizona. 

http://youtu.be/VTHg2f0t38Y  #AZAimsHigher 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaReady

